Welcome to the
Museum of Cornish Life
The museum is currently open from 10am – 4pm, Monday to Friday. It is free to visit.
You need to book a ticket for a specific time slot by visiting our website:
https://museumofcornishlife.co.uk/visit/.
From here you will be taken through to our booking system on Eventbrite.
We are suggesting that you plan your visit to last about 1 hour.

This is the front of the museum, it is spread over five display halls, on three floors
and contains thousands of objects.
The building has been here since 1837 and was once three separate buildings, the
Butter Market, Meat Market and Drill Hall. The museum was opened in in 1947 in
the Butter Market, expanded into the Meat Market in the early 1980’s and finally into
the Drill Hall in 1999.
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Due to COVID-19 our main entrance is now at the side of the building. This entrance
has a mixture of small cobblestones and a smooth stone ramp to come in.

This is our information desk.

Hand sanitisers will be placed at the entrance and reception area for you to use.
We ask that you don’t eat or drink from open cups in the museum, you can use
water bottles with a lid.
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This is our shop where we have lots of thing you may want to buy such as rocks and
minerals or books and toys. We have placed many items behind glass in cases. The
person behind the desk will be able to open any of the cases so you can choose
what you would like to buy. Ask the person behind the desk if you want any help.

Throughout the museum we have a one way system. Look out for these arrows to
guide you
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All of our objects are precious to us so the rule in our museum is Please Do Not
Touch. This is even more important now as we cannot clean historic items with
disinfectant as it harms them. Some of our objects are in cases but most of our
objects are out in the open as you can see in this picture

Ground Floor
Denzil the Dragon hangs from the ceiling above the main entrance into the museum.
He is made out of paper mâché and wood and is very big with a big friendly smile.
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Our museum is special as it is built on a slope. We have 4 types of flooring in the
museum

Sometimes you can hear our special clock, it is loud so you can hear it throughout
the front part of the museum. It plays a short recording of the Helston Flora Day tune
and moving figures dance to the tune within the machine. It does this on the hour,
every hour. If you would like to hear the whole tune you can put a 50p into the
machine and it will play all the way through.
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This is the staircase you will use to go up to the second floor galleries.

if you don’t want to use the stairs you can take the lift which is at the back of the
building.
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Upstairs
This is a picture of the main gallery upstairs

The floor does slope quite a bit so please do take a few minutes to get used to it.
You can use one of the chairs to sit down for a while if that helps, they are situated
opposite our toy shop area.
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The middle of the gallery is hollow and you can look through to downstairs and the
Drill Hall. There is a strong bannister all the way around and of course you don’t
have to look down if you don’t want to.

In the summer the upstairs gallery can get very warm but we will have our doors
open and fans to try and keep the temperature to as comfortable level.
Following the one way system you will come down the stairs into our exhibition
gallery.
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We have different exhibitions on at different times of the year so please have a look
at our website before you come to see what is on. If the theme of the exhibition is
not of interest you can just move straight through the door on your left to access the
stairs to the ground floor.
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You can also use the lift to access the exhibition gallery or to move down to the
ground floor level.

The one way system brings you back to the ground floor, at the back of the
museum. Here we have the Victorian Classroom where the light can be a bit darker
than in the rest of the museum. Next to the Victorian Classroom are the toilets.
Please follow the arrows around the drill hall to explore the rest of our collection.

10

We have a second hand bookshop at the back of the museum. If you wish to buy a
book please put cash in the donation box which is provided. If you would prefer to
pay by card please take the books you have chosen to the shop area at the front of
the museum and pay for them in the shop area.

When you have finished your visit we ask that you exit through the front door. You
will need to go down three carpeted steps and then a short flight of stones steps to
get back to the street level. There are bannisters for you to use if you need them.
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Things you can see in the museum
Some of our objects will look very familiar to you such as toys and cooking
equipment. Some of the objects are more unusual. We have a large number of
objects used on farms in the past and many of those have parts which are spiky and
quite sharp – this is another reason we ask you not to touch.

Our objects come from all areas of our lives and this includes funerals and death.
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Many of our objects are over 100 years old and we have several taxidermy objects
such as ‘Henry the Parrot’.

We have a lot of clothing in our collection and sometimes use mannequins which
can appear lifelike such as this soldier.
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We hope you enjoy your visit to the museum.
If you have any questions before visiting us then please ring us on 01326 564027 or
email us at: info@museumofcornishlife.co.uk.
If you want to have a look at the museum before you arrive please go to our website
www.museumofcornishlife.co.uk and have a look at our amazing 3D scan of the
building.
You can also visit our Instagram (musecornishlife) and our IGTV has movies
showing each gallery. Please note the 3D Scan and IGTV were made prior to the
COVID-19 pandemic and do not show the one way system.
If you have any questions when you are in the museum, please do ask someone at
the reception desk, or any members of the team, as we are all happy to help. To
help you identify us please look for someone wearing a badge which looks like this.

Please do tell us what you thought about your visit to our museum and we hope you
will visit us many times.
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